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PRESIDENT’S MARCH NEWSLETTER 

Dear Colleagues 

March has been a very busy month! It started with a visit from 15 members of the University of Hertfordshire and 

finished with a visit from His Excellency, the Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research, Dr Khaled Abdel 

Ghaffar. 

My theme for the March newsletter is collegiality, collaboration and teamwork. In my view, universities exemplify 

these three words both within the staff and student body but also between the two and then beyond the campus 

through our expanding network of collaborations that are helping us to enhance the student experience and ensure 

the broader impact of UH-GAF in Egypt.  

As I mentioned in my February newsletter, we were able to host 15 members of the University of Hertfordshire to 

our campus in early March.  This was the first large delegation from UH in 2 years and coincided with the reduction 

of travel restrictions due to COVID19 vaccinations and boosters. Important outcomes of the visit were the ability to 

share best practice, to showcase the facilities and staff at UH-GAF, detailed discussions about pedagogy and, finally, 

how we can improve processes between the two universities so that the student experience is optimal.  

The visit coordination and logistics relied on great teamwork between academics, students, the marketing team and 

the operations unit at UH-GAF and I am personally grateful for how we all came together to provide an excellent 

experience for the UH visiting delegation.  We are expecting further visits from UH academics in the forthcoming 

months and we are also planning for a reciprocal visit to UH – indeed I shall be spending 3 days at UH later in April to 

engage with a range of different UH stakeholders.  In order to celebrate the input that the operations department 

made to the success of the visit, I was very happy, along with the Chairman and Provost to give a vote of thanks (in 

Arabic no less) to our colleagues in operations who had worked so hard and to give them certificates of 

achievements.   

Another example of how we all work together to produce an effective display of what the University has to offer to 

prospective students (both academically and to enhance their broader experience with clubs, societies, sporting 

facilities and internships) was our presence at the Edugate recruitment event organized by my old friend Dr Ali 

Shams El Din (former President of Benha University).  I attended the opening session and saw how the recruitment 

team and our student ambassadors were working in a coordinated way to manage the very large number of 

prospective students wanting to find out more about UH-GAF and I know the recruitment team are continuing to 

connect with the leads from Edugate (and also the earlier Travers event) to encourage them to become new 

students in the next academic year.  In the evening of the first day of Edugate, the Minister of Higher Education and 

Scientific Research paid a visit to the exhibition which provided an excellent photo opportunity with the team on the 

UH-GAF stand and allowed me to update him on developments on campus and to extend an invitation for him to 

visit us in due course (more about that later).  

I then had to return to the UK for a funeral of a fellow virologist, friend and colleague who I had known for more 

than 35 years and who was chair of the Board of Trustees of the Pirbright Institute (an Institute devoted to virus 

infections in animals and especially ones which may threaten human health (very topical given recent events)) where 

I am also a member of the Board. Although it was a sad occasion, it was a great celebration of an individual who was 
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the epitome of collegiality in all that he did in his life, both as a scientist, but also a member of his local community in 

Salisbury, UK.  The weekend also featured a lot of music including a concert of Bach music (the St John Passion) at 

Guildford Cathedral by a choir that my wife sings in, followed by a concert by a choir she used to sing in who were 

giving the first performance of a new work “Babel” by Richard Blackford which had been commissioned by the choir 

to celebrate their 50th anniversary.  It was concluded by visiting my Alma Mater, Southampton University, where I 

was judging a student music prize competition (which I also sponsor) devoted to the music of the British composer 

John Ireland. Throughout this musical extravaganza, I was reminded how important collegiality and teamwork are in 

music – whether it be a choir where everyone has to be aware and sensitive one another’s vocal lines, to soloists 

being accompanied by a pianist where the interaction between the two musicians needs to be mutually respectful if 

the performance is to move from the average to the outstanding.         

At the end of the March, we engaged with a UK Quality Assurance Agency (QAA) review of transnational education 

jointly with our colleagues at UH.  Again, this was an excellent example of how we are collaborating with UH and also 

within UH-GAF at both student and academic level to provide a clear and honest appraisal of the strategic 

development of our international branch campus, how we manage quality assurance processes and how we ensure 

quality enhancement.  Overall, it was a very successful event and we await their formal report and further activities 

to showcase the impact that British education is making in Egypt.  

So to my concluding part of the newsletter which relates to the visit of His Excellency, Dr Khaled Abdel Ghaffar, the 

Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research to our campus on the last Saturday in March.  Accompanying 

him were the Deputy Minister and also the Assistant Minister and it provided a great opportunity to showcase UH-

GAF but also to convey to the Minister the amazing progress that we have made since the Minister last visited our 

campus in late 2019.  The highlight of the event was the official opening our new academic building by the Minister.  

Once again, it was an excellent occasion to illustrate how teamwork and collegiality resulted in a rich experience for 

the Minister and his entourage and I am very proud of how we all contributed to making his visit a success. His 

speech was suitably glowing about our achievements and subsequently there was much media coverage of his visit 

to our campus. A great result and thank you to everyone involved! 

I will leave you with two quotes from Henry Ford: 

“Coming together is the beginning, staying together is progress and working together is success”. 

“If everyone is moving forward together, then success takes care of itself”. 

 

Ramadan Mubarak. 

 

Professor Vincent 

President UH-GAF 

 

  



 

3 
 

 

Some highlights of the President’s diary  

On campus.  In addition to those activities mentioned in the newsletter - signing an MOU with Baheya Hospital; 

meeting with the Central bank of Egypt to discuss opportunities for enhancing student engagement; meeting with an 

Egyptian entrepreneur, who I first got to know at the University of Surrey, who is founder of ZealPay; chairing a 

meeting of the University Board; meeting with representatives from Refinitiv about opportunities in financial services 

data provision for student learning; hosting a delegation from the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons Glasgow 

to the campus to look at our facilities in physiotherapy and pharmacy; giving a presentation about UH-GAF and our 

partnership model as part of the UH Global week. 

Off campus. In addition those areas already highlighted in the newsletter -  chairing the Trustee Board meeting of The 

Pirbright Institute in the UK (see www.pirbright.ac.uk ), attending the formal dinner of the Edugate fair in the presence 

of the Deputy Minister for Higher Education, Professor Ayman Ashour; being able to drive my 1992 alfa Romeo spider 

(with the soft top down) during some sunny spring weather in the UK and attending the blessing ceremony conducted 

by the Bishop of Dorking of refurbished bells at a local church where I ring the bells when back in the UK.   

 
  

HE the Minister of Higher Education on the UH-GAF campus and officialy opening our new academic 

building in the presence of the Chair of the Board of Trustees (Mr Moataz Ghanem), the President and the 

Provost.  

 

http://www.pirbright.ac.uk/

